2011 is the National year of Communication. A campaign called “Hello” was launched in January by the Communication Trust, a coalition of 40 third sector organisations. This campaign is backed by the department of Health and Department for Education. The campaign is providing information and guidance on typical communication development, how to spot if children are struggling and where to go for help. A series of monthly themes have been developed to ensure momentum throughout the campaign.
We here in SureStart South Armagh will keep you informed of the monthly theme and provide you with links to other websites which you may be interested in. for example www.talkingpoint.org.uk has a new “progress checker” where you can check your child’s speech and language skills by answering questions through an online questionnaire. www.afasic.org.uk  is another website with practical downloadable resources on Speech and Language issues, with top tips on how to help certain difficulties. 
February and March’s theme is: 

”Early Chatter Matters- from bump to birth and beyond” [image: image1.wmf]
Babies can learn before birth!
In the 6th month of pregnancy your baby’s brain has developed so that she can begin to remember, experience, and learn.

Studies confirm that from as earlier as 20 weeks gestation your baby is able to hear. This means that she can hear music, mummy’s voice, and the voices of those in the environment. When she is born, she recognises and can be calmed by the sound of mummy, daddy, and other familiar voices.

In the final 3-4 months of your pregnancy, talk and sing to your baby and this will strengthen your bond and their development.
Birth and those early months:
The first hour after your baby is born is especially important for baby and parents. She needs skin to skin contact for familiar smell and sound. 
Your baby will communicate with you to tell you if she’s hungry, or happy by the way she cries, coos, and smiles. She shows you that she is interested in you by her movements, looking and reaching. As your baby grows, notice how she communicates when she is protesting, requesting, calling for attention, imitating, and greeting.

Remember to vary your pitch and tone as you talk to your baby. 

To encourage your baby to coo and babble always imitate the noises that she makes. When she realises making sounds pleases you, she will make more. This is a fundamental part of learning to talk. Copy the noises she makes, e.g. raspberries, tongue clicks, open vowel sounds “aah, ooh”, babbles “adah, abah”. This encourages turn taking between you and your baby. It is really important to give your baby enough time to talk to you. You can do this by:  observing, waiting and listening (OWL) and then responding to her noises. Remember to have fun and singing nursery rhymes is a good way to do this.
